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We suppose no better or more certain way can be shown 
by which a Koman Catholic can learn what the Church of 
Borne considers the true sense of Scripture. Dr. Cullen 
being a Bishop of the Roman Church, and also Le- 
gate of the Pope, must.be conaidered by Roman Ca- 
Utolios as the highest authority in this country on the true 
sense of Scripture; and, according to Roman Catholic 
notions, the only way to find out with, certainty whether 
he is right or whether he has made any mistake, is to find 
out whether his explanation of Scripture is conformable to 
all the other Bishops in the world and the Pope. But no 
Roman Catholic in Ireland has any means of finding out 
this ; so no Roman Catholic can find out whether Dr. Cul- 
len has explained Scripture rightly or wrongly ; and if Dr. 
Cullen goes wrong, all Roman Catholics arc brought into 
hopeless error. 

We have another way of finding out whether Dr. Cul- 
len be right or wrong in his explanations of Scripture — 
viz., by reading the Scripture itself, and comparing one 
place with another ; and having done this, we think we are 
able to show, ^rs*, that Dr. Cullen 's explanation of the 
passages of Scripture referred to in this p.tstoral is based 
upon evident blanders and perversions ; secondly, that any 
intelligent person who carefully compares the Scripture, 
could find this out as well as we. This is a strong state- 
ment ; but we are prepared to prove it 

The passage of Scripture which relates to the purifica- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin, and the presentation of Christ 
in the Temple, is this — " And after the days of her purifi- 
cation according to the law of Moses were accomplished, 
they (Joseph and Mary) carried him (Jesus) to Jerusalem, 
to present him to the Lord. As it is written in the law of 
the Lord, ' Every male opening the womb shall be called 
holy to the Lord,' and to offer a sacrifice, according as it 
is written in the law of the Lord, a pair of turtle doves, or 
two young pigeons. And behold there was a man in Je- 
rusalem named Simeon, and this man was just and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Ghost 
was in him ; and he bad received an answer from the 
Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had 
seen the Christ of the Lord. And he came by the Spirit into 
the Temple. And when his parents brought in the child 
Jesns, to do for him according to the custom of the law, 
he also took him into his arms and blessed God, and said," 
&c.— Luke, ch. ii., v. 22-28, Douay Bible. 

As respects the rite of purification of the tmther among 
the Jews, Dr. Cullen says : " This ordinance was intro- 
duced with the view or impressing on the minds of the 
faithful the memory of their original gui{ti and of the 
stains of sin which accompany their eotr^ce into the 
world." With this we find no fanlt ; but Dr. Cullen seems 
to hare felt that it was rather awkward that the imma- 
Colate Virgin should undergo a rite of purification which 
expressed nothing but original sin. He therefore goes 
on : " The Blessed Virgin, pure and immaculate as she 
was, and exempt from every stain of sin, whether actual 
Or original, was not subject to this law ; yet, to have us an 
example of perfect obedience and humility, she submitted to 
the same ordinances that were prescribed for others, and 
ofiered the sacrifices which were required from those who 
WERE bound to perform the rite of purification.'' — ^Pas- 
toral, p. i. 

This evidently is intended to convey, that the rite of 
purification was kot prescribed by the law of God to the 
Blessed Virgin, as it was to other Jewish women ; but that 
she, notwithstanding, took upon herself by her own volun- 
tary choice to undergo it. Now, if the Blessed Virgin had 
known that she herself, alone of all mankind, had never 
been subject to original sin, and if she had known that 
this was to be an article of the Christian faith, and if she 
had known that God, in consequence, did not prescribe for 
her the rite of purification, we think her taking that rite 
on herself would have been very like misleading both Jews 
and Christians about an essential article of the Christian 
faith. Perhaps it w&s this that has led the Church of 
Rome herself to fall into the serious blunder or sin of 
allowing a liberty to all Christians for 1800 years to disbe- 
lieve what they now call an article of Christian faith ! 

But we can prove that Dr. Cullen is entirely wron" in 
this matter, and that the Blessed Virgin was "subject to. 
this law" of purification, and would have sinned against 
the law of God given to the Jews, if she had not ob- 
served it. 

To prove this we need only refer to one verse, written by 
St. Paul : " When the fulness of time was come, God sent 
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law.'" — Gala- 
tians, cb. iv., v. 4, Douay Bible. 

The Greek word here twice translated "made," is 
yivofifvov. The exact and literal translation of it is 
"bom." Jesus was, therefore, " bom under the law ;" 
his birth wjs " under the law ;" and it necessarily follows 
that his Blessed Mother was, in respect of that birth, 
" subject to the law" under which He was born. 

But Dr. Cullen commits still greater errors when he 
comes to speak of the presentation of Christ (pastoral, 
p. 5). He refers to Exodus xiii. for the law of the first- 
born among the Jews ; and then he goes on — " It was in 
accordance with this law that the holy Virgin ascended to 
the Temple, bearing her divine infant in her arms, to pre- 
sent Him to his Eternal Father, and to offer the sacrifices 
by which the first-born wete to be redeemed." 

This teaches — first, that the first-born among the Jews 
were redeemed by sacrifices ; secondly, that sacrifice for 



■in was offered for our Savioiur. Both these things are 
wholly untme ; for, 

1. The first-born among the Jews were' not redeemed 
by sacrifices, but with money. 

2. The sacrifices offered on that occasioik were entirely 
for the purification of the Blessed Virgin herself, and npt 
at all for the " redeeming'' of our Lord. 

Any one who reads the Scriptures carefnljy may find for 
himself that these things were so. 

To make the matter plain, however, we must go a little 
more fully into the law of Moses about the first-born than 
Dr. Cullen has tbooght it necessary to do. 

That law was established in consequenceof God having 
delivered the people of Israel out of Egypt by slaying all 
the first-bora of the Egyptians. In memoiy of this, God 
required that all the first-born of the Israelites should be 
dedicated to his service. — Exodus xii. 29-31 ; xiii. 2, 
12-16. 

These were the words of the law — " Sanctify unto me 
every first-born that openeth the womb among the children 
of Israel, as well of men as of beasts." — Exodus xiii. 2. 
This law applied to the first-born of beasts as well as of 
men. But a further direction was given for the first-born 
of men — "Every first-born of men thou shah redeem with 
a price" (verse 13). This liberty of "redeeming" was 
allowed also for animals which it was not lawful to offer 
in sacrifice, such as an ass (, verso 13) ; but it was not 
allowed for the first-born of cows, or goats, or sheep. It 
was binding to offer these In sacrifice, and unlawful to 
redeem them. 

This dedication of the first-born to God was first put in 
practice at Mount Sinai, one year after they came out of 
Egypt; because the service of God could not be com- 
menced until the tabernacle was made for that service ; 
and until then there could be no dedication of men or 
animals to that service. 

When the tabernacle was made, all the first-born should 
have been set apart for the service of God in the t!«ber- 
nacle. But God directed Moses to make an exchange. 
" The Lord said to Moses, number the first-born of the 
male sex of tho children of Israel .... ami thou 
shalt take the Levites to me for all the first-born of the 
children of Israel." — Numbers iii. 40, 41. 

But the Levites were only 22,000 (verse 39), and the 
first-born were 22,273 ; so it was necessary that the 273 
first born who were not exchanged should be redeemed. 
So God said to Moses — " But for th^ price of the 273 
of the first-born of the children of Israal that exceed the 
number of the Levites, thou shalt take five sickles' for 
every head, according to the weight of the sanctuary. A 
sickle hath twenty obols. And than shalt give the money 
to Aaron and his sons, the price of them that are above. 
Moses, therefore, took the money of them that were above, 
and whom they had redeemed /ri;« the Levites." — Num- 
bers iii. 46-49. 

This determines the first point we have to prove. The 
first-bom among the Jews were redeemed with money, 
not with sacrifice ; and this was said expressly when the 
law was given. " Every first-bora of men thou shalt re- 
deem WITH A PRICE." — Exodus xiii. 13. And in Num- 
bers xviii. 16, it is said again, "The redemption of it 
shall be after one month,/oryiBe sickles of silver." There 
is not one word in the law of Moses about the first-bom 
being redeemed with sacrifice. So much for the first 
point we undertook to prove. 

The second point we undertook to prove was this, that 
the sacrifices offered on that occasion were entirely for 
the purification of the Blessed Virgin, and not at all for 
Jesus Christ. 

To prove this, we have only to refer to Leviticus, 
chap. xii. (>-8, Douay Bible : " When the days of her 
purification are expired, for a son, or for a daughter, she 
shall bring to the door of the tabernacle of the testimony 
a lamb of a year old for a holocaust,"" and a young pigeon 
or a turtle for sin, and shall deliver them to the priest, 
who shall offer them before the Lord, and shall pray 

for her, and so she shall be cleansed and if her hand 

find not sufficiency, and she is not able to ofier a lamb, she 
shall take two turtles, or two young pigeons, one for a 
holocaust, and the other for sin ; and the priest shall 
pray far her, and so she shall be cleansed." 

TMs was done for the Blessed Virgin. Sacrifice for 
sin was offered for her, because the law of God required 
that it should be offered for her. 

This sacrifice had to be offered for the pitriflcation of 
the mother at the birth of every child, and for a female 
as well as for a male. It is clear, therefore, that the 
sacrifice was not for the redeeming of the first-born male, 
but for the purification of the mother. 

The law of Moses did not prescribe any sacrifice for 
the " first-born;" therefore, none was offered for Christ. 

" Sacrifice for sin" offered for Christ ! For Him 
who was Himself the sin-offering for the whole world! 
The very thought is blasphemy against Him who alone 
was without sin. For Him ALONE,of all who ever have 
partaken of Adam's nature, no sacrifice for sin eteh was 

OR COULD BE OFFERED. 

Our readers will now know how to estimate the accu- 
racy of Dr. Cullen's knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, 
when he says : — 

* The "sickle," or shekel, waa a piece of money worth about 
two shtllinKs and tfiree pence. 

* That is, a burnt offeiiog. 



Krst ; that the flrst-bom of the Jews were redeemed 
by sacrifice. 

Secondly ; that Sacrifice f o« sin was ofiered tot 
Christ IT! 

-; Is it not a sad thing to see at the head of any Church 
a man apparently so little used to study the Scriptures ; 
and, consequently, ignorant of what any simple scripture 
reader would be able to tell him ? 

Dr. CuUeri seemj, indeed, but sHghtly acquainted with 
the light which the Old Testament scriptures throw on 
the person, the character, and the office of the Saviour — 
a melancholy proof of the evil results of closing the Holy 
Scriptures against the great mass of mankind, who other- 
wise could not fail to detect for themselves the ignorance 
which seems to "absorbin death"" the highest dignitaries 
and prelates of the Church of Rome. 

If it could be of any avail, we would earnestly and 
affectiomately entreat Dr CuUento" searchthe Scriptures, 
which testify of Christ" (John v. 39), as he will answer 
for it to the great Head of the Church at the great day ; 
.and to publish another pastoral to set the millions 
right whom he has now tried to set wrong with all the 
weight of authority which befongs to his position. 

But we know full well that they who have undertaken 
the service of Rome, as her agents for establishing the 
false worship of a creature, which she h-os set up, will go 
through with their awful task. Many of them, perhaps, 
would bring Christ Himself imder sin, sooner than admit 
that his blessed mother was subject to it, and needed to 
be redeemed by Him. 

Our readers, at least, are now in a position to judge 
what explanations of Scripture they are likoly to get 
from the highest authorities of the Church of Rome. 
They will see that their teachers are not infallible ; but 
that plain men can correct the errors of those teachers 
afcout the Scriptures, by going to the Scriptures them- 
selves. 

And Dr. -Cullen himself will, perhaps, be more careful 
in meddling with Scripture, when lie next shall venture 
to denounce the Catholic Layman. 



NEWS FKOM DUBLIN. 
What News Bill Condon brought down from Dublin, and 

told Thnde Carlhy, on Carrigabrick Hill, when he met 

him carting home the Potatoes. 

Bill. Good morrow, Thade — are they; good with yon : 
I never see finer than they have down the country. 

Thade. Middling enough, except the "Forty-fours'* 
— ^most of them black, not fit for pigs. But where were 
you from us this long time. Bill ? The neighbours have 
ii that you travelled as far as Dublin. 

B, That I did, and see more than I could tcjl you ia 
a twelvemonth. 

T. But whisper? — did you hear anything down there 
about.our holy religion '/ 

B. Wisha, let me alone, you're always about that. 
But maybe, Thady, I heard something that you wouldn't 
like to hear, 

T. How so, Bill ? Is the jubilee put off"? 

B. No, but 1 heard something since, and if you'll pro- 
mise not to inform I'll tell you. 

T. Why should I inform against a neighbour's child ? 
I tell you. Bill, I'm not so great latterly with them at 
all. 1 mind my duty and no more. 

B. Well, to begin my story : — I was lodging in Dub- 
lin, in St. iJames's-street, and in the second bed there 
was sleeping a decent-looking man (so the woman of the 
house told me), he and I alone, in the front room. Well, 
the first night I was dog tired and hurried into bed, and 
not being used to strangers, I was mighty uneasy about 
the man that was to be in tlie room with me. Maybe, 
says I, he'll rob mo — as Jack Coleman lost his duds when 
he went up to the Exhibition. So says I to myself, I 
won't close my eyes till I see him safe in bed. With 
that, I waited till he walked in with a candle in his hand, 
and over he goes to the table, and takes a book out of his 
pocket, and after lifting up his eyes, as if he was afraid 
of the ceiling, he began reading this book, for twenty 
minutes, or more. Sometimes he would sigh, sometimes 
put his hand on bis forehead, till at last, looking over at 
me, and seeing my eyes closed, down with him on his 
knees and began his prayers half aloud, and indeed what 
he said of himself made me at first very uneasy at being 
in the same room with him ; for of all the sinners in the 
world, if you were to believe himself, he was the worst. 
What do you think of him that said that he broke all 
the eommandments, and that if he had his due he ought 
to have been in hell. 

T. I suppose you put yottr purse into your breeches' 
pocket and put it under your head. That's the safest 
place. Bill, when you're sleeping in dangerous company. 

B. But, Thade, I was not long afraid of him ; for, by- 
and-bye, he began talking to God, as if He was in the 
room with us, telling Him that He promised him some- 
thing, and saying that he wouldn't get off' of his knees 
until he got it. And he usetl to say again and iigain, did 
not the Saviour pay for it — did not Jesus Christ finish it. 
And somehow, I lK?gan to be more afraid at thinking- 
God was so near me than I was of having, maybe, a 
rogue in the room. At last he changed his notes, and 
began thanking God, and I could see by the candle the 

<^ Tills expression is Dr. Cullen's; p. 5 of the PAatoral. 
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big tears rolling down his face. With that he turned 
round on his knees towards me, thinking me asleep, and 
if he was my own father he could not have said prayers 
finer for me, hoth soul and body ; and then into bed he 
went, and after lying down, the last thing 1 heard him 
•ay was, " Ijord Jesus have mercy on me." Tired as I 
was I could not settle myself to sleep, thinking what 
kind of man he was, and I was passing in my mind 
whether he was a Catholic or no. 

T. To be sure he was a Catholic, belonging to some 
blessed order. 

B. So I thought at first myself, but it staggered me 
when I didn't see a drop of holy water, nor did he pray 
to the Blessed Virgin, nor cross himself, nor — 

T. Oh, Bill ! Bill ! It was your duty to cover your 
face with the clothes ; for that's what your clergy direct. 

B. Maybe if I was in BaUinafana I should do it. But 
you know, Thady, when people are far from home there 
is more liberty taken. Moreover, when one's curiosity 
is up it is hard not to listen. But to speak only the 
truth, barring what he said of himself, I could not help 
liking him. I thought it so good of him to say prayers 
for me, that never spoke to him, and who was too tired 
to pray for myself. Anyhow, I had an imeasy night of 
it— dreaming and waking — thinking I was dying, and 
frightened at being away from home, till at last, coming 
on morning, I fell fast asleep, and when I woke my 
gentleman was up and nearly dressed, cleaning himself 
in the corner. A quiet, smart little man, not stouter 
nor cleverer than yourself, Thade. And there he was, 
in his pantaloons and vamps, and his shirt was as white 
as new milk, and, indeed, he had the skin of a gentle- 
man. 

T. But had he an honest look, after all? 

B. Indeed, Thade, so much so, that even you would 
trust every shilling you have to him. 

T. Well, an honest face generally speaks for itself. 

B. ■•' Good morrow, sir," says I. 

" Good morrow, kindly," says he. " I hope I have not 
disturbed you." 

" No, sir, thank you," says I, with a white lie ; for 
never did mortal man, without meaning it, disturb 
another, if he didn't upset me. 

" Fine day," says he. 

" Thank God," says I, and with that he looked pleased 
asid said, 

" There's many a tiling," says he, "why we should 
thank God." 

" True for you, sir," says I. 

"There's no sin," says he, "we commit so often 
•gainst Grod, and blame so much in each other, as ingra- 
titude. We can never thank God enough for giving his 
•on to die for us, sinners. T wish," says he, " I could 
from my heart thaiik him more." 

" It's a fine thing," gays I, " to belong to the true 
faith," wanting to find him out. 

" Indeed it is," says he, very solemn, though his face 
was covered with lather, and he shaving himself. 

Still dubious what he was, I said, "It's a blessed 
thing, sir, to belong to the ancient faith." 

" It is," says he, looking knowing at me through the 
corner of his eye, " because the ancient faith is the true 
faith." 

"No doubt ofit," says I. 

T. Well said. Bill ; I'll tell the Bishop how well you 
acted. 

B. But stop a while, Thade. With that he says to 
me, " Do you know where the Church's faith is found?" 

" I do," says I ; "in the Apostle's Creed." 

" Is there any other creed," says he. 

" The Nieene Creed," says I. 

" Any other," says he. 

" The Athanasian creed," says I. 

" Any other," says he, 

" No," says I. 

With that he opens his pocket-book and hands me that 
paper, called the creed of Pope Pius IV. What I never 
saw or heard of before. 

" Read that," says he — I read it. 

" Compare that with the other three," says he : " are 
they like each other ?'' 

"To tell you the truth," says I, " they are not much 
like. But what creed is this ?" 

" Don't you see it is the creed of the lionian Church," 
sajs he, }K)inting to that spot. — " I acknowledge the 
Holy Catholic Apostolic Roman Church," &c. 

"Very like," says I, "that should be the Church's 
creed, and Paddy Dinivan, of Poolcoohan, never to teach 
it to me." 

T. Show it to me. Bill— Well, that's droll.— I never 
heard of this creed until lately, when Mr. CoUis, the 
minister, wrote to Father Dennehy about it. 

B. If you didn't know it, no wonder I shouldn't. But, 
Thade, do you think it is a true creed of our Church ? 

T. Go on. Bill, with your story. 

B. Well, — says the man to me — 

" I wouldn't tell you a lie, because I love and fear 
God ; but still, don't take my word for it, but when you 
go home, ask your priest about it, and if he refuses you 
any satisfaction, you will see it in ' Milner's End of 
Controversy' that the Boman Church holds this creed." 

" Is it a creed not 300 years made," says I, " and »o 
different from the three old creeds." 



"I can't help that,'' says he, "I am a Protestant." 
And with that the murder was out. "I r^ect that 
creed," says he, " but I steadfastly hold by the three old 
creeds." 
" Oh," says I, " sure ye have no creed at all." 
" Indeed we have," says he. So he took a book off the 
table, " here is my prayer-book," says he ; " and look, 
there is the Apostle's Creed — " I believe in God the 
Father Almighty." There is the Nieene Creed, " I be- 
lieve in One God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible." And 
there is the Athanasian Creed — " Before all things, it is 
necessary that he hold the Catholic faith." And he 
showed them to me, every one of them in his prayer 
book. I looked closely at the book, and it is called the 
" Book of Common Prayer." 

"Where will you find tradition, purgatory, masses, 
praying to the Blessed Virgin, in these old creeds ?" says 
he ; and with that he began cross-examining me. 
" How old are these three creeds," says he. 
" Very old," says I. 

." Between 1500 and 1800 years," says he ; " and this 
creed of Pope Pius IV., which you never heard of before, 
was composed December 9, 1564, and on the 9th of last 
month it was exactly 291 years old. So there is more 
than 1000 years between them, or as you might say, a 
999 years' lease would have expired long ago, between 
the time these old creeds were composed and this new 
creed was ever heard of." 

" Well, sir," says I, " I never thought a 999 year lease 
could expire. I always counted it a lease for ever, the 
time appeared so long," 

" We Protestants," says he, " do not differ from you 
about these old creeds, and ^f you only held the old 
creeds, we could easily agree ; it is this creed that con- 
tains the difference. " Now," saj-s he, " wo Protestants 
hold the ancient faith, in the old creeds ; and you hold 
the new faith in this new creed. And if you confess the 
old faith is the trne faith, we Protestants are right ; and 
if the new faith is false, you Boman Catholics are 
wrong. 
T. What did you say to that, Bill ? 
B. Why it was hard to answer it, if I allowed this 
creed of Pope Pius. 
T. What did you say to him 7 
B. I said to him : — 

" May 1 be bold to ask, sir," says I, " why we don't 
know this creed ? for I cannot deny that it contains what 
X believe ; that is, what I am taught to believe by my 
clergy." 

"The reason is why," says he, "that your priests, 
although bound to teach it'to you — and they do teach it's 
meaning to you— are afraid of letting you see it." 
" Why so?" says I. 

" Because," says he, " you might be asking questions — 
why it was called Pope Pius's creed ; and you might be 
comparing it with the other three creeds, and maybe 
you'd be asking what general council appointed it." 
" What harm if I did ask about its name," says I. 
"Oh," says he, "to be sure everybody knows when 
Pope Pius IV. lived and died, and, if he composed this 
creed, the name would tell a story about its age." 

" What harm would it be to compare it with the other 
three creeds ?" says I. 

"Just this," says he, "</iey are all about the Trinity 
in Unity, and this is all about the Church, the Pope, and 
the Blessed Virgin. And, as respects general councils," 
says he, " every one of them acknowledge the old creeds ; 
and no general council at all, at all, ever admitted this 
new creed. Besides, and above all," says he, " if you 

were allowed to read your Bible"' 

" Oh ! sir," says I, and I tried to say w^ were allowed, 
but, Thade, dear, the words stuck in my throat. 

" If," says he, " you were allowed to freely read your 
own Douay Bible, you would find it agreeing with the 
three old creeds, and straight against tliis new creed. 
But, Thade are you listening to me ?" 

T. I am. Bill, but I don't like your talk — the more so, 
that I can't deny that what you say makes me uneasy. 
Because I'm now cock sure that our Church docs hold 
this creed you are talking about. And there must be 
something wrong about it — God between us and harm — 
or our clergy would talk more concerning it ; andthe 
minister woidd not be always saying, when he meets 
me — " Thade, do you know Pope Pius's Creed? Thade, 
why did St. Athanasius say that the catholic faith is 
to worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, 
without saying one word, good or bad, of the Blessed 
Virgin ; and Pope Pius say that a true Catholic must 
w^orship the Blessed Virgin? And, Thade, can any 
creed be true which contradicts your own Bible ?" And 
he looks so straight at me, and says, "Thade, if you 
were buying a jug in a shop, wouldn't you try if it was 
cracked? And won't you examine this creed of Pope 
I'ius IV. ? For if it is not sound your precious soul will 
leak out through it." But, Bill, don't for your life tell 
anybody I said so much to you. I can't stop longer 
now — some other time you can finish your story. 

B. Well, I'm sorry you are in such a hurry ; for the 
best part of the story is to come. 



TO COBKESrONDENTS. 

We have to apologise for postponing Mr. John Smith's 
letter, and hare stated tmr reasons for doing to in page 
23, to which we beg respeetfully to refer the writer. 

To diminish the chance of disappointment, alt letters 
should be forwarded to the office by the first day of the 
month. 

All Utters to be addressed to the Editor, 9, Upper Sack- 
ville-street. 

Contributors of £\ per annum will be furnished with 
six copiet, any of which will be forwarded,as directed, to 
nominees of the subscriber. 

1^- In consequence of several persons having returned 
copies of the Catholic Layman, which had been already 
paid for by friends, under the apprehension that they 
might be called on hereafter in person to pay for them, 
we beg to call their attention to the following announce- 
ment — viz., that any one receiving any number of this 
journal which has not been ordered by himself, will not 
be charged for it, and may assume that it has been paid 
for by a subscriber. 
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There are two methods of influencing mankind, 
one, hy appealing to their reason and better feel- 
ings ; the other, by appeals to their prejudices 
and passions. 

Those -who enjoy a strong and abiding convic- 
tion that they have truth and virtue on their side 
can, of course, afford to put their trust in truth 
and virtue and with the frankness and fear- 
lessness of conscious strength, invite inquiry and 
challenge scrutiny ; those who, on the other hand, 
distrust the soundness ofiheir cause, wiU naturally 
resort to the timid and shrinking expedient of 
trying to keep the multitude narrow-minded, ig- 
norant, and superstitious, by exciting their preju- 
dices against those who would emancipate them 
from that darkness and ignorance to which a selfish 
policy would for ever consign them, for fear of 
^ diminishing its own powers 

We (bink, without justly subjecting ourselves 
to the charge of boasting or vain-glory, we might 
say that we have done something to promote a 
more calm, and candid, and, perhaps, also, a less 
superficial investigation of religious questions 
than has hitherto prevailed in our distracted 
country. The existence of such a periodical as 
the Catholic Layman for so long a time, and 
its present prosperous condition, bear testimony 
to the public approval of discussions on religion, 
free from anger and strife. We should not con- 
tinue to publish it if we did not get extensive 
support, and find acceptance and encouragement 
from both sides. 

We have, from time to time, as our readers are 
aware, published many able communications, 
written in a good spirit, by Roman Catholics, t» 
favour of their Church ; and we assure them 
that we have never excluded any such papers 
from our pages. We have, over and over again, 
invited our Roman Catholic countrymen, both 
clerical and lay, freely to avail themselves of our 
periodical, and have, from time to time, in addi- 
tion to those which we have published, received 
from Roman Catholics, as well as Protestants, a 
great variety of communications (not intended 
for publication), expressing, in various ways, sa- 
tisfaction at the fairness of our conduct, and a 
due' appreciation of the hindly feelings under 
which we conduct our paper. 

Let us see now how our endeavours to promote 
peace, good-will, and unity have been met by 
our clerical opponents. 

We have long been aware that no exertion has 
been left untried by the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood in Ireland to deter the more intelligent 
portion of their flocks from reading the facts and 
arguments contained in our pages. Only one 
mode of opposition has, indeed, been omitted by 



